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Livrngston's konomy on Fast Track
Development plans
run gamut ftom
industial park to
interwtional ttade
T(s one of t'e rarten growing par-
Iiehes In dle rrare. Nd turn€ss€s,
as werr as ne citizens, contjnu€ to
iockto Uvingston Pa !h, which has
rearized ph€nomenal economi.
qrowth in rec€nt years,

Many busine$es, bodl large and
5mail, are lociting her€. Tl€lE alE mo-
t€is, rcstauEnt!, oiffcer? grc(ery *orE5.
Oth€rs arc more div€re, luch a5 a s.ien-
tifi€ obeMtory and a kennelctub roq-
ing an intenaiional deal ro seJl dogs to
China. skp Smat ex€otive dire.ior of
the LivingLstor Econornic 06/€topment
Council, eid tlat in tie past t0 y€a6,
thr LfDc iar ariE.ted .Jore to ' 2 flij-
lion in private invertrnents-rsultjnq in
t|6 creation of mor€ than 900 jobs.

fte |IDC also s€rued atmost t3 mit-
lion in grants and loans for bo$ th€ pri-
!"te and public rectoE of the econony,

smaft cit€d a .ouph of reasnr for
tne F6n5h'5 fai't *€ady growd,l. Fnn, he
eid, b UvingstonS central localion and
acce$ibility by intsrta$ to Baton Roug€,
New Odeans and Hammond.

'Frcm a iransortition persp€dfu!,
fteE is tie lllinoB Centratflaihoad that
tnvedel Livjngston parish," he $id.
Theru ar€ ti€ aiQortl nearby, tle ma-
jor podr, and in addition, the $allow
d6it barye fadlity at Port lvanchac. We
hale acce5s to n4 water, an and ground
trav€1, and that i5 good lor moving
goodt productr and s€wices. a! welt aj

Second Sma.t eid, tl|e quality of life
has spir€d gowih. 'The price of land
rs less expennv€ than that of Baron
Rouqe. The Livingrton P.rish School
Eoad FJns a very well-,€sp€fted and
accomplithed Khool s',sren. At thh
point, therc h les' cdm€ and lers of h€
uban ' oe5 oftrdffc conqeiion ard the
like," he nid. "And p€opk a.e rtill Just a
short tiip away lrcm Batofl Roug€ and

5ma't 5aid one of tlmt most F<ent
accompll5hmentr is inv€ning moEfian
$900,000 to purchase and begin der€l-
opment of a ?00-fl! indutiat part in
walkr. ?ta!e one of that prujed ir com-
plete, .nd tu par* ha! tBq tenanb-
Sunhnd Fabricator, a rpe.ialty Fp.
manuf?ctrrEr, and !!hte Management
Inc, wnich houi€5 it5 dirlict otfc€ and

fleet nlrint nance tnciliiy at r,he site.
lll'cre than 500 iobs have been oeat

€d at the indusrial pa4 sman rai4 and
I"EDC ir rurerny xiortjrg wih two ad.
ditjonal comp.nirs flat have erp€ssed
inter€n in locatiog ther!.

'we (he LIDq abo ccentt pan-
mred with OEMCO, h€ de.tic (oopeF
adve, to €stablish $e Dhie Buinen D€-
velopment C€nter in Denham Sprin$.
The cent€r i5 a rnail busin€5s in€boror
lormed to help new and expanding tusi

Twr y€aE aqo, Sm3rt eid, he lemern.
bErcd speaunq of a conpany coming
into tl€ parirh and spendlng more than
13 mjllion on a I l0,m$iquare.foot h-
cility in HoHen to nlnnulacture frefghr
ing eq'riFneflt. ftat company is Feran
Fne Appantui, and Srnart eid it has
grom i.to the fo(nh laqert manufrc-
turer of ftelightinq equapment in he
couflty. b€dd€s employinq no'e th.n
200 p€opl€,

Livingston Padrh, at fi|st glance,
hight not s€€rn lil€ a pl?(e wherE intef-
natonal Eade jr tiUng pla.€, bot Srna(
eid th€re al€ more b0nn€$es in tie
padrh than one 'nould exp€ct dEt bny
and sell qloballt

One of thos€ h El6to Manula.twing
and s€flic$ Inc, '*hich has be€o in ft€
nonrlern podjon of Derfiam Spring5 for
the pan flv€ yea.r lt ir tl'e cornpanJ/!
only nwufddudng fadli9 lo.ated out
sid€ the paent corpoBlion in &hopf-
hefir Germany.

cd'€nl Manag€. l€nyAmstorts eid
the company had been in saton Rouge
for ftefBtnv€ yEa6 ofiB Edst€n(e, and
$en the ieanh began lor a mo€ e(c
nornical place to rclo(ate, wtEle in-
clE 5ed rpace <Duld be obbin€d.

fl,/e ale bGricalt out of ffic h€re in

the \i/oods. lfr quiel From a transporb-
tion findpoin! thit is a very srit€gic
pbce h be. A lot ol ow lutonr€E arc
located in the southem Louisiana arc.
and in lerrs," Anrstrong iatL

Tle @mpany manuf.ctvrs h€avy-
duty indumial agitntoE used io mix llq.
ui& ruch ar $@ us€d in indunry and
jn tne mi{Dg of Flnlr and pqment]

Elato har 25 employ€€5.
'1,V€ do about 50 penent of the fab-

*ation lor all of th€ Amedcas. Wb ex-
port +iite a bit to trtjn, 5dfi Am€.ican
and Asian ma*ets," Arnrtrrg $id.

"Th€conk somel^tlatlowerhere. \ b
tu lil(€ wt a" in a podtion h€rE tl be
competjlive in the tubre. We have al-
EE/s rcceived good suppon fom ti€
pad$. lt ieems like a vrry dFamic and
glowing pa'ish."

Ih€ parisht intemanonal hade a&o
nowatfn.ls bo dog6. ln MaEh, thecon-
tin€ntal lQnflelCtub hc emb6rked on
ut€ anbmational dog eport business.

Ofrdak of d|e k€nnd club nign€d a
contse with a rcpEs€flbdve lrom Chi.
n!, wfio will be th€ kflnel club's officiai
conhd In that.ounq. The hnnel dllb!

prcrident Ceoq€ fontpnol $id the
enterp'i$ open5 L{ a whol€ nFvr alea of
international trade. Ihe v€ntue b€gan
a5 a m€anr of lEinuoducing th€ Clrls,
Chow and otl|€r dols of chlneie oniq,il
bad into lhei native land.

or' a cadring iaunt ro China Tom
Tr€adwry wtro i5 $e hoter fo' d,l€ ex-
port b$ine$, $id he notkEd the lack ot
dogr i4 $e country and wanted to do

Tlu, the pariih now has a dog €x-
poninq busine$.

ki€n(e and technologyalso are find
ing lh€ir way to the pqd$ on a grrnd

By he)€ar XlCt, livingsion Parish
will b€ fie ttome ot dE Lrser lnt€rtur
om€ter Craviational ![tve Obsmratory
o. U6O for shorl

And sci€.riiib tum amund tne wodd
wll .om€ io do resesldl at the {aciliry.

ne prci.d b design€d io give sci-
entiits a new widM for viewing ule
lniveEe, ,nd in thc prDcess it could
hdp aniw.r fundrnent l quedon!
about fie o.igln, dev€lopm.nt and b€-
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Business Booming
in Denham Spnn$

enham spnngi, probably the
lJben knoM area of Livingtton
Parish, is also keeping pacewith the
grcwth of the pa sh.

lim oelaune, who iss€rving his s€v-
en$ yerr aj the townt mayor, lad he
believer the city i! the s&ond tustest
qrowhg arca in Louisiana behind th€

"De.ham spings h 

 

gNn l7ll
2 percent over the last two or th€€

The mayor thefl launched into an
expanlte lisr of businerse! either al-
ready in the alta or coming to the city.'A new Pi.cadilly jun opened. We have
a faidy new 8€st W€nem. A Dat! Inn
motel as unds constuction. A Holiday
Inn Exprcss will b€qin conltruction
soon. A Ryan's steakhous€ will b€gin
con5truclon 5oon. Two new bank-
lbewille Bank aid Cu.nnty Bank-witl
begm constluctlon eon-"

'1V'€ have two new doctors' otrrces

qoing in. We alio haw a n€w dentist
oinc€ and a new attom€y building. A
Iaco B€ll recently opened.

'Albensons har purchd€d prcpvty
ifl Denharn spdngs to build a iore.
The€ will b€ thr€€ oti€r stores in that
5hopping cent€r, When the land was
purhaied, tne d.ns for th€ new Alb€t-
sons showed it to be the largen in Lou.
isiana."

When art€d why businesl€! arc so
interested in moving to Denham
springi, DeLaune had an €qualt long
tin

nve,weliketotni wE'reaffend-
t bunch of p€opieover her€," he said.

"lr 5eem5 that people arc moving to
lh€ $buban arcas," he added. '\a/e ae
not in Saton Roljge, yet we are still n€ar
enough to haw allih€ advaniages of
th€ bigger city in a short drive. Wb arc
n€ar LsU.nd sou$ea5t€m.

'1!e don't have a high crim€ lat€.
"And our r.hool5 lank in lh€ top I 0

D.nh.n lpdngs Mayor llm oetiune (lefr) rd CE 16 D.nhm Spdng! Chhbs of
Conh.K PBldat td luk $d otf th. rr.ln p.d nrdar ne|l lhe an q!.,rittaqa

school dirt ictr in the state as far as str-

Along Wth all the oth.r conrtructbn
unds way, $er€ will soon be lwo new
s.hoolr in Denh.m 5p ngs. Th€ el€.
mentary schml is expeded io be €ady
for occupanry in tne fall and will houle
about 400 ttudeflts. Th€ iunior high
(hool is 5€t ro open for tie I 998-99
academic yea. and will houre aboot 700

Asfortun and rccreation, the mayo{
5aid ther€ arc an abundance of plar€s.

"We have excell€nt pa* faciliti€s
ftere. Nonh P.* and sordh Pr*a€ om
tr^/o laqer prrlc, and we abo have i€v-
erdl smaller patu in the area-"

Tlerc it also a popular anthues vil-
lage $at .tt .ct5 crcM5. "hh think w€
have rome ol the bert pric6 around.
It! i njce ar€a. T\,ice a year *€ clole
thertre€t in the antiq!€ viltage and hive

And there k a tflin park station near
the antique! villag€.

,h addition, Oeflham Springs has
be€n designated a Main Street city,

I.IVINCsTON PARISH

which means it ii eiigibl€ tor funds to
help .ejuvenate rE downtown-

Th€ mayor ako pointed out th€ wa.
t€l rpoG that are popular in the par-
ish, with the Amit€ and Comite vec
particulary favrdte d€stinationr,

As for mlnbpd seai€€r, Delrun€
eid there arc som€ traffc pmblem! ihat
n€ed to b€ addr$sed, but ovenlltle
iervic€s and finances of th€ .ity arc
gmwing along Wth the panrh.

"Our city has not bor.owed any
money in th€ lalt *ven years. On a
whole, our fnanc€s are in €al good

ror th€ future, the mayor again
hauled out a l€igthy li!t.Ihe'E will b€
a new water tower, imp.ovementr to
s€v€ril stat€ hignwayt a new state llad
frum Range Avenue to City Ha on rh/,
er Rodd, $e ov€naying of several sueets
and the changing of gar, wdter and
seyrs lines in conjunction with tlose
ovcdayi J4 'nillion to be sp€nt on ti€
sewer trcrtrn€nt plant, ind 51 rnilliofl
to be 3pent Dn imprcving !e$€l {iner
and p|jmp stit ont. ::

ECONOMY
Continued frcn poge 6

Smaneid fie Natioml s.hnce Four!
datLn ele{t€d th€ padsh at one of two
iter tor U6O. ihe other one will be in

Th€ Calilomia Institlt€ ol Technolo-
gy and [|l€ Mnr.chr/s€B lnnitute of
Technology will build and opsdte rhe
UCO, wiih the lbte o, Louiriana is pfo
vidjng morc than Jl million to acquire
tne bnd and to const uct an a(cess mad.

Mark Cohs, head ol the Uvingnon
ob5eryatory, $id tr€ site 4 mil€l north
oi UvingLston on tliglway 6l w.s chc

"l1e site had b be fat and !€ismkal-
ly quiet' he !aid. 'Thir ir a pBtty qui€t
place. lt i, a ru81, quiel levd ite. W!
arc ako neff Baton Xouge and ilew OF

Pfrish Prcsidctrt Dewey Ratcw (4) k

a.norg those spearhuilitrg Livingstm/s

ecorcfiic grUwth b@rn.

ofr.iaji hop€ will b€ completed in a co{-

rh€ park wjll b€ loGted on 1,169
acrE6 along ihree mik o{ the ldfdw
Rivff n ar dle town of Springneld.

Ihis will b€ th€ firn 5bte pa* devot-
ed to n.Ulnl rcsourc educltion, witr
the un,que ecology of th. Ict'nw fiivlr
providing a ricn €nvircnment fo. natrhl
lesource educatjof, and c€r€ation, ac-
cordlng to intomatjon prcvided by
Smaft

therE will be cdoetipr, hiknq baclk
pddng, photogdpfy, a boat launch,
natlr€ rdib €amping, bidinq, and an
oppotunityfor handson hdni4g Eee

the po* i! p'liected to have an aF
prorimatat t2 mll on €{onomic impart
once it i5 op€n€d and it is €sttmar€d rh.t
thcE wll b€ about 150,000 eiholr p€r
y€ar 5m is.id. t

l€anr, and !€ a€ cl66e to L5U and rc-

Col€l eid th€ vilue ol dle ob$'l/dt}
ry i! no'E $in tl00 million, and he
added tl'at tle .oGtu<tion and other
joh,t alio.hted with instnlling the equrp-
m€rt {ill b€neft t1|€ padrh.

smad sald abo0t 300 @nsircl,on
iobs will b€ involv€d in ifi€ buiHing
phaie of lh€ pmje4 and 15 polesion-
alr will be employ€d once $e dte ir op-

Col€. eid tlE obrervdtoryabo hop€J
to have 3n impact on the cDnynunily

thtough the €ducation syriem ard iB

In addilion, the Natlonal Sclence
Foundationmandat€sthatthercshould
b€ an €d|l(atjon out€adt compon€nt
involved wih rhe new obse atory. he
$id. '1 /€ rrp\€ry €ithuliastk about trf
ing to erbblirh an €d'reiional outreadl
ar pat ot dle conduct of fiis rEs€inh.
Wbwilhwropport,nitj€sforschooH l-
dlen to come and vi5it and to l!rm."

fuming to tun and €rt€dainmenl a
gtond-bEaking cellmofly !tr heH '!-
c€ndyforth€ n6i, rjc$.w Star! P.'l l,trt


