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DECISION/AGREEMENT STATEMENT: 

The downselect between sapphire and fused silica for the test masses of AdL had been set for April 
2004. There is continuing work on exploring both substrates, as well as continued work on 
coatings. A delay in the downselect will give additional information to the decision through 
probable additional results from the TNI, coating research, annealing of fused silica, and 
characterization of sapphire.  

The Suspension (SUS) group is about to commit significant labor resources to the design of the 
input and end test mass quadruple suspensions. Controls prototype design will begin to go into 
fabrication in ~June, 2004 and final design tasks will start (concurrently with the controls prototype 
development) in ~Aug, 2004. A decision on the substrate material for the Test Masses must be 
made by June 30, 2004 in order to keep to the Advanced LIGO development schedule.  
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