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Preceding Earthquake

C=0.9 Hz/0.1km-1

=9 km/sec

Closer to crustal velocities, 
expected 5-15 km/sec
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During Earthquake

C= 0.9Hz/ 0.09km-1

= 10 km/sec

Note direction
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Community outreach

• Continuing to strengthen community outreach ties
– No more shooting!
– More than 3000 visitors in last year (mostly school classes), 750 during public open 

house
– teacher open houses in summer and winter, approximately 100 middle and high school 

science teachers in Livingston Parish have toured LIGO as part of teacher in-service
– class field trips
– hands-on activities

• Begin to plan for formally budgeted outreach activities as part of 
future operations

– Possible extension of LIGO-SST (Scientist – Student – Teacher)  program now 
underway at LHO?

– Partnership with Educators – Northwestern State University Space Science Education 
Program
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Optical Telescope

• Funded through Greg Guzik at LSU via Louisiana Technical Innovation Fund and Louisiana 
Board of Higher Education (only state employees are eligible to apply)

• Endorsed by LIGO and to be located at LLO site

• $98K for 16 inch robotic telescope, dome, controls

• Web accessible for remote use by classrooms

• LLO to provide:

– Site, internet connection, staffing for use for community outreach

• Issues:
– Opportunities to pursue complementary science?

• Monitoring variable stars, supernovae searches, etc.

• Opportunity to attract staff with formal backgrounds in astronomy and interests in LIGO science

– LIGO has endorsed, and the state has approved, the 16 inch telescope. Concern 
about scope changes by LSU
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Outreach Center

• Local Congressman – Richard Baker – has supported establishment of an 
outreach center along the lines of centers at Arecibo, Lowell Observatory, 
MacDonald Observatory

• Center mission
– Host site visitors with hands-on exhibits and science classes (like Lederman 

Center at FNAL)
– Teacher in-service training and support for classroom enrichment (also like

Lederman Center)
– Host a modest school-to-work program for vocational training

• Baker sought federal support this year for center construction - unsuccessful
• NSF policy is not to pay for infrastructure such as building, parking lots, etc., but 

OK to pay for program content, start-up labor costs.
• Possibility of private fund raising?


